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Our Mission
Empowering Children with Brain Injury

Our Purpose 
Camp Cranium is a nonprofit dedicated to providing a one-of-a-kind experience for children ages 6-18 
who have been diagnosed with an acquired brain injury/traumatic brain injury. 

Executive Director Message
This has been a truly memorable year, with summer camp once again “live” and in person after two 
years of virtual camp during the pandemic. We were so grateful to be able to see our kids again and 
experience the wonders of summer camp with all of our senses!

In addition, we are excited to announce some changes to our organization, including new leadership 
roles and some new members on our board of directors. We are restructuring to provide more 
resources and programming for our families and children living with brain injury. These changes are 

integral to our vision of providing a sustainable future for Camp Cranium 
and our community.

Further, we are working to update our website and create 
new referral links to help us market our programs and 

increase our impact. 

We want to ensure Camp Cranium is here to support 
kids and families long into the future, and we believe 
it will be—thanks to the support of our incredible 
community of people like you. 

Lexi Campbell
Camp Cranium Executive Director

https://campcranium.org/
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History of Camp Cranium 
While working as a music therapist in the rehabilitation unit at the Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia 
(CHOP), our founder, Lexi Campbell, identified the need for camps that can reach children with 
medical issues in a way that no other resources can. Because there were no brain injury camps 
offered in the community, Lexi decided to start her own camp in 2007. By June of 2008, Camp 
Cranium became a reality, with 24 campers attending the first year of camp. 
What started as a summer camp has grown into an incredible 
community of support. 

Over the past 15 years, we have served 30-60 children per 
summer, including two years of virtual camp during the 
COVID-19 pandemic. In total, we have served 668 children 
at summer camp since 2008. The goal is to support these 
children to enjoy life to their fullest potential. Campers 
form lasting friendships, improve their self-confidence 
and independence, and achieve goals they did not 
believe were possible. 

The Need for Camp Cranium
In 2019, 16,070 children (0-17 years old) in the United 
States were hospitalized due to a traumatic brain injury. In 
Pennsylvania, 529,200 people are living with brain injuries, and 
national statistics show children with brain injury would account for 
4.1% of that number, which in Pennsylvania would represent approximately 
21,697 children. There is only one dedicated camp in the state of Pennsylvania empowering kids with 
brain injury (BIAPA Statistics, CDC TBI Data).

● Statistically, teens are more likely to sustain a brain injury, and males are more likely than 
females. 

● Camp Cranium demographics
o 65% teens
o 45% female 
o 55% male

https://biapa.org/about-brain-injury/pennsylvania-brain-injury-statistics/
https://www.cdc.gov/traumaticbraininjury/data/
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668
kids served since 
the first year of 
camp in 2008

30-60
campers each 

summer and an 
equal number of 
volunteers/camp 

counselors

2022
was our first year 
back in person, 
with 30 campers 

at Camp Victory in 
Millville, PA

2
years of virtual 

camp during the 
COVID-19
pandemic

100%
volunteer-run for 

15 years

1 : 1
camper-to-counselor 

ratio

Our Reach 
While most of our campers reside in Pennsylvania, our stretch expands across the country, drawing 
campers from Delaware, New Jersey, Maryland, Virginia, Tennessee, Illinois, Iowa, and California.

Camp Cranium Success by the Numbers
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Our Reasons Why
● Camp Cranium has become so much more than an activity. It has become a vital community 

in which children and families living with the impacts of brain injury can establish lifelong 
relationships and feel connected to others experiencing similar challenges. 

● Our organization is still 100% volunteer-led after 15 years, and we continue to succeed 
because of the devotion of our incredible community of volunteers. 

● We meet a distinctive need by providing programming to promote children’s emotional, 
social, physical, and mental well-being as well as a life experience that would otherwise be 
unavailable for neurodiverse kids. 

● Camp Cranium is the only program of its kind in Pennsylvania, and what we offer is 
something that has the potential to grow and positively impact even more kids with ABI/TBI 
nationwide. 

● Our organization offers a support system for children, their parents, and their families. Camp 
Cranium summer camp represents what is often the first time caregivers experience time away 
from their children since their brain injury occurred. 

Our Impact
“Everyone needs to feel connected, like they belong. Ava has that at camp. She has friends and is 
included in activities that she is not normally included in. She gets to be with kids her own age, doing 
fun activities. It’s the best week of the year for her!” - Kimberly S.

“[Bryan] looks forward to camp every year because it’s ‘his’ week. He’s on his own, having his own 
adventure with people he loves, no responsibilities, no therapy, none of the stresses of school or 
regular life. It’s the best start to summer, and he comes back happy, refreshed, and full of smiles and 
memories. The confidence that kind of independence gives him changes him a little more every time 
. . . He feels like he can do anything at Camp Cranium. It’s just a freedom and joy we’re so glad he 
gets to experience and that we know is very good for him.” - Tony S.

“Mark gains confidence with each year of attendance. He builds on his established friendships and 
makes new ones. He returned this year asking for the dates for next. Camp gives Mark an opportunity 
to explore things like floral arranging or photography in a no-risk environment. He then is more willing 
to explore new skills at home and school . . . He spends time with other children who share similar 
struggles, which helps him process his own struggles. This is something he does not have in school 
or at home.”  - Luke W. 

“Aubrey came home more confident and performing some of her daily activities without adult 
assistance . . . She felt much more accepted with peers, speaking of her ‘best friends,’ which she 
never had before. She attends without reservation. Drop-off is a breeze and pick-up has a ton 
of tears! Aubrey struggles most with her behavior. Camp allows her to be included without being 
shamed or treated differently. There is nowhere else that she feels more accepted, appreciated, and 
celebrated than at Camp Cranium!” - Megan F.
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Life-Changing Programs and Events 
Summer Camp (held annually in June)

● Weeklong overnight camp experience
● Each child matched 1:1 with a counselor
● Handicap-accessible facility with air-conditioned cabins
● Experiences include rock-wall climbing, ziplining, swimming, fishing in the pond,  

and riding in paddleboats
● Activities adaptable to all abilities

Ski Retreat (held annually in February)
Camp Cranium teens can participate in a one-day event at Jack Frost Ski Resort through an 
adaptive ski program that allows all kids the ability to ski down the slopes.

Annual Run, Walk, Roll for Brain Injury Fundraiser
Our largest annual fundraising event is the Brain Injury Association of Pennsylvania (BIAPA)/
Camp Cranium Run, Walk, and Roll 5K. In 2022, we saw our highest participation and 
fundraising total yet. Over $17,000 was committed to fund Camp Cranium’s programs and 190 
registered individuals participated in the event.

How We Fund Camp
Camp Cranium is funded through grants, donations, and fundraisers. Many families of children with 
brain injuries struggle with high medical bills, and we strive to keep the cost of camp low and provide 
financial assistance to those who need it. All donations directly benefit campers, and donations of any 
amount are appreciated.

● $166 sponsors a child’s day at summer camp
● $225 sponsors a child’s ski trip
● $830 sponsors a child’s entire stay at summer camp
● $1,000 sponsors an activity all campers can enjoy

https://biapa.org/get-involved/runwalkroll2022/
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Partners and Supporters 
Camp Cranium has largely grown through positive word of mouth and personal relationships. We 
work with numerous community organizations, including schools and health-care providers who 
support kids living with brain injury and their families, such as the Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia 
(CHOP), UPMC Children’s Hospital of Pittsburgh, the Brain Injury Association of Pennsylvania 
(BIAPA), the Council on Brain Injury (COBI), and more. 

Each of these organizations is focused on a particular aspect of the children’s education access or 
immediate medical and rehabilitation care. We partner in order to increase access to a wider array of 
support and services for the children and families we serve.

We are grateful to the following supporters for their contributions during the past year:

Camp Victory Kids Kash       The Bilger Family         Ciocca Family        Rev. Thomas Volpe and the Lions Club
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Volunteer with Camp Cranium
Camp Cranium is a life-changing experience for
both campers and counselors. Work one-on-one
with a camper or volunteer at events and activities
held throughout the year.

Visit our volunteer page (campcranium.org/volunteer) to sign up to be a camp counselor, or contact 
us for more volunteer opportunities.

Have a child who wants to participate? Email us at info@campcranium.org.

Phone: 610-246-2127

campc ra n i um . o rg

Camp Cranium is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization registered in the state of Pennsylvania.

2016

2017

2019

2020

Philly Health Hero Challenge Semifinalist 
Lexi Campbell receives the Leadership Award from BIAPA for her work
with Camp Cranium

Partnership in Youth Services Award (Foundation Community Partnership)
Council on Brain Injury Outstanding Organization Award 

Philly Health Hero Challenge Semifinalist

Partnership with BIAPA and Department of Health for a Community Organization 
Pilot Program Initiative

Camp Cranium Awards and Recognition

https://campcranium.org/volunteer/
mailto:info@campcranium.org

